
G R E E N I N G S …  
B Y  P A U L  N E L S O N  

As I sit down to write this message, it’s 31 degrees 

outside in The Woodlands; a bit colder in some parts 

of our region I suspect. So far as I know, it’s only the 

second day of the 2019-2020 “winter” season that the 

temperature has reached the freezing point. Whether 

or not this unusually warm winter is a sign of things to 

come is not the subject of my message. What we do 

know is that the azaleas are already in the middle of 

their bloom cycle, the yellow jasmine flowers are 

poking through the pines that line our streets, red bud 

trees are beginning to bloom, and the buds on elms 

and sweet gum trees are about to open. And the rodeo 

has only just started! 

With these changes come other important differences. 

The rules and regulations affecting our environment 

(both nation-wide and local) are changing almost daily. 

Those countries and companies that once “took care 

of” our waste plastics by recycling have over the past 

few years determined that it’s no longer profitable to 

do so. A growing number of cities are suspending 

recycling programs due to rising costs.  And as if all 

this wasn’t enough, there’s increasing evidence of the 

dangers of “micro-plastics” in our oceans and 

waterways. And hundreds of millions of plastic 

drinking straws are disposed of improperly in our 

country every day. 

Having said all this, I want to stress that we have done 

much to combat these environmental challenges. The 

Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. and its many members and 

friends have “made a difference” in The Woodlands 

and our region and we continue to be blessed by 

leadership that is supportive of a sustainable approach 

to everyday life in our community. I only stress the 

negative because we have much work left to do. 

To that end, I’d like to see, in the coming year, even 
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more efforts to not only recycle, but to REDUCE and 

even REFUSE. While it’s laudable to recycle our 

plastic zip-locks and vegetable bags, its now even more 

important that we refuse to use them to begin with—

to increase our use of reusable bags for veggies and 

fruits, and buy reusable zip-locks for the temporary 

storage of food. I’d like to focus on decreasing the use 

of plastic straws as well. I have stopped using straws at 

all and have been quite happy with “drinking from the 

cup”. And of course, the old standby, don’t use plastic 

bags for grocery shopping. If we don’t focus on this, 

what will happen to all the waste now that there is a 

decreasing market for recycling? 

In 2020, I hope you’ll also join us in our efforts to 

protect our waterways by helping bring an awareness 

of our individual impacts on Spring Creek and its 

tributaries. Letting citizens know that pet waste, oil, 

pesticides and excessive applications of fertilizer 

negatively impact the health of our creeks, rivers, and 

bays. I hope you’ll help us continue the efforts to 

locate and remove the several invasive species that 

have increased their presence on our bike paths and 

open spaces. Perhaps your interests lie in the declining 

population of our important pollinators and you want 

to get involved in planting flowers that attract them in 

both public and private spaces. There are also many 

opportunities to help eliminate litter in our area, from 

the periodic Bike Path Cleanups held by the 

Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. to the G.R.E.E.N. team that 

participates in the annual Woodlands Earth Day 

GreenUp event to be held on March 21st this year. Or 

perhaps your passion is gardening. We welcome 

volunteers at our Community Garden plot where we 

grow vegetables organically and donate the results to 

Interfaith. Or you can suggest a topic and speaker for 

our Sustainability Lecture Series (monthly from 
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B Y  J O H N  G E I G E R  A N D  D E B R A  W Y M O R E  

“Start where you are.  

Use what you know. 

Do what you can” 

-- Arthur Ashe 

September through May). Quite often, a lecture subject 

will turn into an action item and/or community 

improvement project. And then there’s helping with 

the Student Ambassador program, promoting 

sustainable and environmental awareness in our future 

leaders. 

I could go on for a long time describing the many ways 

the Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. has helped our community 

remain the beautiful and sustainable place that it is and 

how you can get involved with the Woodlands 

G.R.E.E.N. and its many facets and activities to help 

keep it that way. Instead, I hope you’ll visit our web 

site or send an email to info@thewoodlandsgreen.org . 

Or talk to one of our members. There is something for 

everyone at the Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. 

In closing, I know this year will be another year of 

great accomplishments and good works. Thank you to 

all who have helped. Welcome to all who will join us. 

 We have done much. There is much to do.   

G R E E N I N G S  …  ( C O N T I N U E D )   

Woodlands Water Association, HEB Corporation, and, 

NEW this year, Chevron-Phillips Chemical and 

Coulson Tough Elementary Race for Awareness. All 

proceeds from Coulson tough’s April 18th Race for 

Awareness go directly to the GREEN’s Pollinator 

Conservation Program, funding the development of an 

acre of pollinator habitat at the Sterling Ridge Park and 

Ridge Park and Ride.  

It’s not too late to get involved. If you know of a 

potential sponsor please contact The Woodlands 

GREEN. We would be excited to reach out and share 

the many environmental and public relations benefits 

that partnership offers.   

The Woodlands GREEN and The Woodlands 

Township Environmental Services Department have 

long benefitted from a close working relationship. In 

fact, the Environmental Services Department was 

spawned from the GREEN’s community recycling 

initiative in the early ‘90’s. Today, this vibrant 

partnership continues through a number of special 

events and projects including Earth Day Green Up, 3R 

Bazaar, Landscape Solutions, Walk in the Woods 

lectures, Village Challenges, and Waterwise programs.  

Sponsors provide critical support for our efforts. For 

2020 we are proud to be supported by The Woodlands 

Development Company/Howard Hughes Corporation, 

TWG President, Paul Nelson 

TWG Board, from left, John Geiger, Maryann Braid, Beth Verghese, Rob Dushek, Paul Nelson, Steve Gorman, Kathie Herrick, Carolyn Newman, Debra Wymore 

http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/
http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/
mailto:info@thewoodlandsgreen.org?subject=Request%20info
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The hum of bees is 

the voice of the 

garden.  

— Elizabeth Lawrence  

R A C E  F O R  P O L L I N A T O R S   

B Y  J O H N  G E I G E R  

specific pest but the problem is, pesticides are non-

discriminant. You’re going to hit the good bugs as well 

as the irritating ones (I’m thinking about you, 

mosquitoes). Consider alternatives; check with Texas 

A&M Agrilife for help. And remember, a label such as 

“organic”, “natural” or “plant-based” doesn’t mean it’s 

an environmentally safe product. A pesticide is a 

pesticide, toxic to pollinators, and your family, as well.  

Next, how about adding more native flowering plants 

to your landscape? You’ll not only provide sustenance 

for pollinators, you’ll save money on water and 

fertilizer – natives are more drought-tolerant and take 

less care than exotic plants. Plant them in bunches so 

they’re easier for pollinators to find. Reach out to The 

Woodlands Township Environmental Services 

Department for help in getting started.  

Go for a run 

That’s right, jog a couple miles on April 18 and you’ll 

not only slim your waistline, you’ll help build more 

pollinator habitat right here in The Woodlands. The 

Coulson Tough Elementary 5th Annual Race for Awareness 5K 

Run and Walk has chosen The Woodlands GREEN 

Pollinator Conservation Program as its designated 

charity for 2020. 100% of the proceeds will go directly 

to our pollinator habitat project at the Sterling Ridge 

Park and Ride, in partnership with The Woodlands 

Township.  

Close to an acre of turf grass will be replaced with 

native wildflowers, providing shelter and sustenance 

for pollinators. Native milkweed plants will support 

Monarch butterflies as they move through on their 

annual migration. Interpretive signage will educate 

visitors about the importance of pollinators and inspire 

them to plant for pollinators in their own 

landscapes.  

Get involved as a sponsor or by 
registering for the Race as a walker 
or a runner.  Click here for more 
information.  

THANK YOU COULSON 

TOUGH ELEMENTARY for 

taking action to keep our 

environment healthy! 

 

The Woodlands GREEN has a new Pollinator 

Conservation Program and The Coulson Tough Elementary 

5th Annual Race for Awareness 5K Run and Walk is raising 

money to support it. Sign up today as a runner, walker 

or sponsor and 100% of your fees will go to the 

development of pollinator habitat at the Sterling Ridge 

Park and Ride.  

 

The Case for Pollinators 

Produce aisles brimming with blueberries, avocados, 

lemons, strawberries. Meadows pulsating with flowers. 

Healthy song bird populations. Healthy human 

populations. What do all these precious gifts have in 

common? Why, pollinators of course. Bees, beetles, 

bats, butterflies and a bevy of other hard-working 

pollen-spreaders see to it that our ecosystem and our 

diet remains intact. They facilitate the reproduction of 

90% of the world's flowering plants and over 1,400 

crop plants. Without pollinators, earth’s terrestrial 

ecosystems and the human race cannot survive.  

Unfortunately, we’ve failed to show much gratitude. A 

recent United Nations reports estimates that 40% of 

invertebrate pollinators and 17% of vertebrate 

pollinators are threatened with extinction. In the 

United States alone, 74 species of wasps, butterflies, 

moths, beetles, skippers, bees, bats, and flies reside on 

the Endangered Species list. Bee colonies have declined 

44% across the nation. The blame lies with habitat loss, 

pesticide and herbicide use, and disease. 

What Can YOU Do? 

There is good news! We have the power to reverse the 

course for pollinators. There are simple steps each of 

us can take right now that will have a real impact. 

First, put away the pesticides. You may be targeting a 

If the bee 

disappeared off the 

surface of the 

globe, then man 

would have only 

four years of life 

left. No more bees, 

no more 

pollination, no 

more plants, no 

more animals, no 

more man.  

— Albert Einstein  

https://citybugs.tamu.edu/factsheets/landscape/veggie/
https://citybugs.tamu.edu/factsheets/landscape/veggie/
http://thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/1445/Plant-for-Pollinators
http://thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/1445/Plant-for-Pollinators
http://thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/1445/Plant-for-Pollinators
http://raceforawareness.weebly.com/
http://raceforawareness.weebly.com/
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B Y  R O B  D U S H E K  

The magnificent chef is creative and generates fresh ideas, weekly. 

    OMG Delicious !!!  

   

2nd Back to my honor of my elder and wiser Father-in-law: 

By spending money for breakfast at Snooze, $$$ can be invested in a 

corporately- responsible company.  The Snooze eatery is profitable and 

supports jobs. 

This is a win/win.  Money you would have spent anyway on breakfast 

supports corporate leadership that expects change; leadership that 

supports jobs and a viable business; leadership that develops new 

technology to reduce pollution and provide a better quality product. 

We thank Snooze for selecting The Woodlands Green as a 2020 

nonprofit to support; for a visionary business model and for supporting 

environmental management as a major marketing objective. Mostly we 

thank Snooze for reproducing this model all over the USA, and 

teaching the students of life the importance of opening one’s eye’s, 

observing the impact each one of us makes, and putting our money 

where our mouth is. 

You couldn’t make green taste better. 

So what can you do?  Eat at Snooze, bring your kids, teach your peers 

about why the green initiative as a corporate culture improves sales, and 

is a profitable venture for small business, like a corner breakfast store or 

a corporate conglomerate, with franchises across the USA. Green = 

$$$$ 

Visit :  https://www.snoozeeatery.com/ to find a location near you!!! 

 

The Woodlands Green Members always ask  :  

#1 What can I Do? 

My 1st thought is from my 94 year old Father-in-Law, who was the 

senior marketing manager of a bank.  He coached me to 

 “Put your money where your mouth is”! 

 In other words invest with effort and intention, in the financial vehicles that 

support a better standard of living, and have a better return on your 

money. And to be both conscious of the environmental impact and value of 

each dollar you spend. 

Snooze walks the walk, talks the talk, and supports “Green” initiatives.  

 1st From a corporate level.: The executive C Suite selected a Czar of 

Sustainable programs, Energy, Materials, and Corporate Standard 

Operating Procedures. 

 The Green Czar runs a corporate initiative to endorse new Green ideas 

from reducing straws, or plastic waste, to purchasing food from 

responsible farmers, or cage free chickens and happy pigs in a pen, and 

Energy Management, or Kitchen design to reduce carbon footprint. 

The Czar is open and accepts ideas from the staff no matter what 

position in the Snooze omelet of careers… 

This is a top down mandate that proliferates the mindset of the 

Snoozers to be aware of the environment. There is strong guided 

leadership to implement what the “employee” can dream up to improve 

the “Green” image.  

Wake up, and have some coffee (Sustainable Program) 

Ok, push the Snooze button, then get out of bed and participate in local 

programs! 6:30 to 2:30 : 2415 Research Forest Drive: The Woodlands, 

TX 

They invest considerable time in each employee to be a part of the “ 

Green “ initiative and give financial and status bonus incentives to team 

members that participate in things like the Woodlands Township’s  

“Earth Day Greenup ” with support from  WOODLANDS GREEN. 

Even more impact is undertaken when they incorporate corporate 

structure to implement change in the process of their business buying, 

sourcing, and local content to provide a superior product.  

https://www.snoozeeatery.com/
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etc. The various arrays would be contractually 

combined and any current customer of Entergy would 

have the option to sign up (buy, lease or subscribe 

shares). 

Right now, a Community Solar project cannot happen 

because it must first be defined and approved by the 

Public Utility Commission (PUC). For our vision to 

happen, Entergy must modify their PUC filings.  The 

Woodlands GREEN has prepared a petition 

encouraging Entergy to do this.  You may have seen an 

email blast about this petition from The Woodlands 

GREEN in February; if you’ve already signed, 

THANK YOU! If you’ve not already signed, you can 

do so here via the link or the QR code below. Please 

let your friends know about our petition if they live in 

the area shown in the map below.  

http://bit.ly/392mnNF 

All of the electricity provided by Entergy Texas is 

currently generated by burning fossil fuel (primarily 

natural gas). There currently is no option for Entergy 

customers in this area to purchase locally produced 

renewable electricity, although Entergy does have a 

wait list for their  first planned local solar array 

(https://solarity.energy.com).  The Woodlands 

GREEN, along with our non-profit technical partner 

Solar United Neighbors, is advocating to encourage 

locally produced renewable electricity. 

We’re asking Entergy to do the following: 

Allow a Community Solar option! Community 

Solar makes renewably sourced electricity 

available to any resident (including renters) 

that pays an electric bill, with no need to put 

solar panels on your roof. Community Solar 

could be owned either by the utility (such as 

Solarity) or  it could be owned by residents. 

You can read more about Community Solar 

in general HERE.  See below for our vision 

of Community Solar for this area. 

Improve the “buyback” rate for excess electricity 

produced by existing residential rooftop 

arrays. Entergy had a 1 for 1 buyback rate 

prior to January 2018; the current buyback 

rate is approximately 2.9 cents per kWh, 

much less than the rate at which residents 

buy electricity from Entergy. 

Our Vision is that local stakeholders (including 

Entergy) would support a community solar option. The 

project could be realized by placing solar arrays on 

municipal buildings, park-n-ride lots, parking garages, 

big box retail stores, warehouses, places of worship, 

https://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/texas/take-action-in-texas/tell-entergy-texas-to-help-its-customers-take-part-in-community-solar/
https://solarity.energy.com
http://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/
https://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/learn-the-issues/community-solar/


Page 6 T H E  D R A G O N  C I R C L E  

Plant and your 

spouse plants with 

you; weed and you 

weed alone. 

— Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau 

B U S I N E S S  
P A R T N E R S :  

G R O W I N G  G R E E N — T W G ’ S  C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N  

B Y  D I C K  H E R R I C K  

 In June 2018, The Woodlands GREEN rented a small 
40 sq. ft. plot at the Bear Branch community garden in 
order to provide student ambassadors and TWG 
members with hands-on opportunities to learn about 
organic gardening. Since then we have been growing 
vegetables year round, planting cool weather vegetables 
in the fall and late winter followed by warm weather 
vegetables in the late spring and early summer. 
 
We have successfully grown Swiss chard, beets, 
spinach, lettuce, cantaloupe, okra, Malabar spinach, 
zucchini squash, arugula, asparagus, sweet bell peppers, 
and hot peppers. Gardeners are encouraged to take 
home the fruits of their labor and excess produce is 
donated to the Interfaith food pantry. Fresh air, 
exercise, and camaraderie are a bonus! 
 
Only organic biological fertilizers and methods of pest 
control are used.  We have also adopted no-till 
agricultural techniques that reduce carbon release from 
the soil. 
 
Last year Bradley Lowe of Woodmen Life presented 
the Woodlands Green with a check for $500 to support 
our garden activities.  Bradley is a former commercial 
organic farmer, and we appreciate his generous 
donation and knowledge. With this gift, we plan to 
expand the program into a larger 112 sq. ft. plot when 
one becomes available. We need more elbow room to 
accommodate increasing numbers of interested 
gardeners.  
 
It’s hard to believe we’re approaching our second 
anniversary this June.  As they say, time flies when 
you’re having fun! 

I want it said of me 

by those who knew 

me best, that I 

always plucked a 

thistle and planted 

a flower where I 

thought a flower 

would grow. 

— Abraham Lincoln 
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B Y  Z O E  K I L L I A N  

Join the Earth Day GreenUp 2020 

 Pre-register through Monday, March 9 at  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/GreenUp 

 Check-in:  Saturday, March 21st, 8 to 10 a.m. at a 
location near you. Walk-ups welcome. 

 Alden Bridge: Alden Bridge Park 

 Cochran’s Crossing: Shadowbend Park  

 College Park: Harper’s Landing Park 

 Creekside Park: Rob Fleming Park  

 Grogan’s Mill: Sawmill Park  

 Indian Springs: Falconwing Park 

 Panther Creek: Ridgewood Park 

 Sterling Ridge: Cranebrook Park 

 Cleanup:  8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 Celebrate: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Northshore Park 

More Info:  Call Environmental Services at 281-210-
3800 

Join The Woodlands Township for the 10th annual 

Earth Day GreenUp, a community-wide litter cleanup 

event, Saturday, March 21st. Invite your friends, family, 

neighbors, co-workers and classmates to join in 

cleaning our environment and beautifying our 

community. 

Check-in at a designated park in your Village the 

morning of the event to receive disposable gloves, bags 

and maps. Participants are encouraged to bring a 

reusable bottle and work gloves to minimize waste. 

Ensure equipment for your team by pre-registering 

here by March 9th.  

After cleaning up, celebrate in the spirit of Earth Day 

at Northshore Park, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Enjoy live 

music and games and visit with local organizations to 

learn how you can make every day Earth Day. Meet 

wildlife ambassadors, rock out with Let them Drum, 

explore new recycling and water saving opportunities 

and be sure to steer clear of the Bag Monster! Clean-up 

participants will receive a special 10-year anniversary 

event T-shirt and be treated to pizza and beverages. 

Earth Day GreenUp is hosted by The Woodlands 

Township Environmental Services Department with 

support from Waste Management, Chevron Phillips 

Chemical, Woodlands Water, H-E-B, Howard Hughes 

Corporation, Keep Texas Beautiful and The 

Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. For more information, please 

email enviro@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov or call 

281-210-3800. 

Photo by: Rod Prado, HelloWoodlands  

I see litter as part 

of a long 

continuum of anti-

social behavior. 

― Bill Bryson 
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TWG Business Member 
Natural Frequency 

B U S I N E S S  P A R T N E R S :  



The future of life 

on earth 

depends on our 

ability to take 

action. Many 

individuals are 

doing what they 

can, but real 

success can only 

come if there's a 

change in our 

societies and 

our economics 

and in our 

politics... Surely 

we have a 

responsibility to 

leave for future 

generations a 

planet that is 

healthy and 

habitable by all 

species. 

― Sir David 

Attenborough 
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J O H N  G E I G E R ,  S C H O L A R S H I P  D I R E C T O R  

Please help spread the word to high school seniors that 
the 2020 Scholarship program is now accepting 
applications. Board member John Geiger, Coordinator, 
has reached out to counselors and teachers at area high 
schools. Priority will be given to those students whose 
volunteer efforts and future college plans include an 
environmental focus. The deadline for receipt of 
applications is March 31st, with winners announced in 
May. The scholarship application can be downloaded 
at www.thewoodlandsgreen.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The student ambassador and scholarship programs 
invite your input! We meet the first Wednesday of each 
month during the school year.  Email 
info@thewoodlandsgreen.org for further information. 

The Student Ambassador program has experienced 
unprecedented growth during the 2019-2020 school 
year. We now have 57 students signed up! New for 
2020 is a commitment to volunteer for at least two 
events per semester. For more details, go to TWG 
website to download the student ambassador 
application.  

Also new for the school year, the board of The 
Woodlands GREEN has agreed to appoint student 
director Beth Verghese for one year. Beth is a junior at 
TWHS, Eco Club president, and a student ambassador. 
She has added fresh ideas from the student perspective, 
such as suggesting the expansion of TWG presence in 
social media, particularly Instagram. She will be 
working with fellow board member John Geiger to 
accomplish this goal.  

 

 

 

Ambassadors- L-R, Natasha Budisha, Ramona Mahmoudkhani, Puffy, 

and Tejirir Ewherido  

Ambassadors, Beth Verghese center, and sisters Kristina and Marissa 

Ruiz 

Scholarship Director, John Geiger 

http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/
mailto:info@thewoodlandsgreen.org?subject=Info%20request
mailto:info@thewoodlandsgreen.org?subject=Info%20request
http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/
http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/


P.O.  Box 9934 

The Woodlands, TX 77387 

E-mail: info@thewoodlandsgreen.org 

 

We are on the Web at 

thewoodlandsgreen.org 

 

 

T H E  W O O D L A N D S  

G . R . E . E . N .  

March  

19 6:00 pm Walk in the Woods: Encounters with Wildlife @ HARC  

21 8:00 am Earth Day GreenUp @ Village Parks; celebration @ Northshore Park 11:00 - 1 :00 pm 

26 7:00 pm Going GREEN Sustainability Lecture: Renewable Energy CISD @ HARC  

31  TWG Scholarship application deadline  

April   

1 5:30 pm Board& Members Meeting @ Township, 2801 Technology Forest  

9 6:00 pm Walk in the Woods: Damselflies & Dragonflies @ HARC 

18 8:00 am Race for Awareness @ Coulson Tough Elementary School 

23 7:00 pm Going Green Sustainability Lecture: EnRoads Simulation Demonstration—An Interactive Climate Tool  

May   

6 5:30 pm Board& Members Meeting @ Township, 2801 Technology Forest  

28 7:00 pm Going Green Sustainability Lecture: Spring Creek Nature Trail—A Photojournalistic Tour Bill Bass  

June   

1 7:30 pm Annual Meeting @ Township, 2801 Technology Forest  

6 9am Adopt-a-Path, Shadowbend Park 

Board of Directors 

Paul Nelson  President 

Rob Dushek Vice President 

Steve Gorman Treasurer 

Kathie Herrick Secretary 

Maryann Braid  Director 

John Geiger  Director - Ex Officio 

Carolyn Newman Director 

Debra Wymore Director 

Beth Verghese  Director 

Please consider renewing your membership, or making a donation.  Go to www.thewoodlandsgreen.org, use Paypal, or 
download a membership form and mail with your check.   Because we are a 501(C)(3) organization, your TWG 
membership and donations are both tax deductible. 
 
Dragon Circle Editor and Layout: Steve Easton 
 
We invite your submissions and requests for articles!  
Please email info@thewoodlandsgreen.org 

L I K E  U S  O N  

F A C E B O O K  

Calendar and Volunteer Opportunities 
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