
The Dragon Circle 

This Spring, like so many others before it, brings a 

spirit of renewal and hope for good things to come.  

Unlike many before it though, this one finds us 

seeking ways to create “normalcy” amid a pandemic.  

Despite the impacts of the virus, we are glad to say 

that the Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. and its many 

members continued their efforts to educate the public 

by word and by deed and, as stated in the last 

Greenings, kept our focus on “environmentally 

sustainable living.” In this issue we will recap the last 

six months, upcoming events, and Kathie Herrick 

composed Call-to-Action article that provides many 

volunteer opportunities for the next several months. 

During the past 6 months, we continued to work 

with partners Woodlands Water, Environmental 

Services, and Rainwater Solutions, and have provided 

an additional 51 rain barrels to residents of the 

Woodlands.  Interest in gardening continues to 

increase as people learn that gardening is relaxing, 

productive and something they can do in relative 

isolation, or with their family.  Rain barrels can still be 

acquired, and Woodlands Water continues to offer 

generous rebates on water bills to Woodlands 

residents for their purchase.  Visit our web site for 

details.  

Our Going Green lecture series has been revived 

after being suspended late last Spring.  While the talks 

had been presented in a space generously provided by 

the Houston Advanced Research Center, pandemic 

conditions required that we begin broadcasting them 

via Zoom.  Beginning in October with a presentation 

on the accomplishments of the Bayou Land 

Conservancy and followed by talks on the condition 

of our aquifers and Conroe I.S.D.’s first solar array, 

the monthly lectures will continue through June.  

(See the calendar for upcoming topics and GG 

Lecture article in this newsletter. Lectures and 

Zoom links, web site: 

www.thewoodlandsgreen.org) 

 Realizing that the future is dependent on our youth, 

Spring brings continued good news about our 

Student Ambassador Program.  In our last newsletter, 

we announced that a total of 48 students have signed 

up.  The numbers continue to increase.  These 

students will lend their talents to our mission, and 

hopefully carry what they learn on into their future. 

In the coming months, The Woodlands 

G.R.E.E.N. will continue its annual Scholarship 

Awards, John Geiger overviews, see his article. 

And now in her second year with the TWG Board, 

Beth Verghese, a senior at Woodlands H.S., reports 

on activities of her school’s Eco-Club.  Another high 

school student-sophomore and ambassador, Ysabella 

Zuniga, gives her perspective on sustainable 

consumerism in her article. 

We continued to work with our partners to ensure 

that we participated in all major annual Woodlands 

events as “normally” as possible.  Our strategic and 

business partners list expanded. New strategic partner 

CenterPoint sponsored Arbor Day and the annual 

Tree Planting, this year both drive thru events. 

Several new business partners have joined in 2021 

including the Houston Furniture Bank, a company 

that handles mattress recycling and furniture 

repurposing, The Woodlands Honey Company , a 

local honey company, and JMB insurance, see the 

spotlight on new business articles.   

TWG participated in the Landscape Solutions event 

in September, the 3R Recycling Event in November 

and the Annual Arbor Day celebration in January.  All 

were “drive-thru” events that drew large crowds even 

though we couldn’t gather as we usually do. While we 

are glad that these events were a success, we can’t 

wait to be ‘face-to-face’ with our neighbors and 

friends again.  Nothing can replace visiting personally 

with folks who share a passion for sustaining the 

natural beauty of our community. 

Calls- to-Action, Upcoming Events: Board 

director, Kathie Herrick’s article overviews three vital 

projects.  Since 2018 the Invasive Task Force under 

her leadership continues to grow, logging 1004 hours 

in 2020. Volunteers (including students!) gather at a 

pre-designated open public space to remove air 

potatoes, Elephant Ears and other invasive species 

that are on the verge of overtaking our bike paths and 

trails.  The group generally works early on weekends. 

The more the merrier!!  Also outlined in her article 

are two other projects:  storm drain marking in MUD 

6 and a Shadowbend marsh rehabilitation project. If 

you’re interested in joining us and “making a 

difference”, send her an email: 

 The Dragon Circle 
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GREENings continued... 
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kjgherrick@gmail.com.    

More upcoming events include monitoring and 

creating pollinator gardens this spring and the 10th 

annual Greenup on March 20th. The bicycling coalition 

gives their recap of 2020 along with future plans. And 

director Carolyn Newman writes about the latest 

updates on residential solar and new co-op activity. 

Time to join and renew for 2021!   A special 

promotion (see article) of a vintage Earth Day poster 

designed by local artist Cynthia Reid comes with your 

membership. 

We are excited about the future, and thankful for the 

accomplishments we have made over the past 6 

months. A full calendar for the spring includes call- 

to- action programs and events along with informative 

lectures in both series Going Green and Walks in the 

Woods. The results were made possible by our 

dedicated Board and membership along with our 

business sponsors and strategic partners.  And 

together we will continue our efforts to “protect the 

environment and its inhabitants” . 

Till next time, Paul and Debra 

All  lectures start @ 7 pm on dates below with Zoom 
links: 

Thursday, February 25, 2021    Dr. Erin Kinney, 
Houston Advanced Research Center 
Scientist,  Topic:  State of the Bay: A Report Card. 
Dr. Kinney will speak to us about the most recent 
annual Galveston Bay Report Card and the impact that 
our area has on the bay via Spring Creek and the San 
Jacinto River.   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81151940202  

  

Thursday, March 25, 2021   Rachel Windham, 
Planner with the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
(HGAC).  Rachel will speak about the recently-formed 
Spring Creek Watershed Partnership.  The 
partnership is a stakeholder group supported by Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality  and 
HGAC.  The purpose of the Partnership is to discuss, 
develop and implement a Watershed Protection Plan 
to address water quality concerns in Spring Creek and 
its tributaries. Rachel will discuss the details of the 
effort, let us know what we can do to have input, and 
speak to the path forward.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83764108891  

  

Thursday, April 29, 2021   Teri MacArthur, 
Environmental Education Specialist, Water 
Conservation Program of the Woodlands Township, 
will speak to us about Invasive Species in the 
Woodlands Area.  In addition to the many other 
aspects of her job, Teri is deeply involved in 
identifying, locating, and removing invasive species 
from the bike paths and public wooded areas of the 
Woodlands.  These invasive plants can overrun our 
native flora, negatively impacting the health of our 
natural forest.  In her talk, Teri will provide a summary 
of the most common invasive plants found in our area, 
how to identify them, and methods of removal.  She’ll 

also tell us how these species got here, ways we can 
help eliminate them, and how we can prevent their 
introduction.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88577860128  

  

Thursday, May 27, 2021   Bill Bass, Senior Manager, 
Geospatial and Analytics at HARC (Houston 
Advanced Research Center) will present Nature in 
Photographs.  In addition to his role as a geospatial 
technologies professional at HARC, Bill is also a lover 
of nature and a most excellent photographer.  In his 
talk, Bill will bring both to us in the form of a 
slideshow on the importance of preserving our natural 
areas and images of The Spring Creek Nature Trail, a 
14-mile multi-use path along Spring Creek offering 
stunning views and a chance to see nature up close. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86357994544  

 

Monday, June 7th , 2021  Roger Ingersoll will 
give a special presentation of En-ROADS Climate 
Simulation Tool at the TWG annual meeting.  The 
En-ROADS simulator allows users to test strategies 
to address climate change via an interactive on-line 
tool.  The simulator is over 10 years in the making, 
and has been co-developed by Climate Interactive and 
the MIT Sustainability Initiative. It is a hopeful, 
scientifically-grounded, peer-reviewed and action-
oriented experience for anyone wanting to explore 
how human actions and government policies can 
impact the climate crisis.  En-ROADS workshops 
have been run for the U.S. Congress, the Energy 
Transition Forum in London, HSBC bank, the U.S. 
Climate Action Network, the UN Secretary-General's 
Office, and many others.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82128043073 

2021 Going Green Lectures 
By  Paul Nelson 

“Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I 

remember. Involve me 

and I learn.’” 

–Benjamin Franklin  

mailto:kjgherrick@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81151940202
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83764108891
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88577860128
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86357994544
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82128043073
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Call to Action - 
By  Kathie Herrick 

TWG is at our best when we are LIVING OUR 
MISSION. Paul Nelson describes it as “people see us, 
talk to us, like us, like what we do and join us”! 
  
Never has there been a more opportune time to 
support positive environmental and sustainability 
actions in our community—-check out these THREE!  
 
(1) Addressing how invasive plants in the greenbelts are 
altering the very character of our hometown —The 
Woodlands. (2) Focusing on the value of wetlands in 
flood mitigation through the Marsh Experience 
rehabilitation  (3) Meeting regional water quality 
standards for acceptable levels of fecal waste in our 
waterways. TWG volunteers are spearheading solutions 
in our community along with the Township.  
 
These projects offer the camaraderie and visibility 
reminiscent of our TWG roots in the early days of 
parking lot recycling! All are conducted in compliance with 
Covid restrictions for volunteering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invasive Species Task Force —aka Greenbelt 
Guardians 
 
The TREES—- are overwhelmingly the #1 reason for 
moving to The Woodlands. But invasive plant species 
are outcompeting this most treasured resource. After a 
pilot project in 2018, precipitated by a Going Green 
lecture and the first Township sponsored Invasive 
Training class, TWG began providing significant 
volunteer support for the removal of primarily air 
potato vines. It is not just vine maintenance, we are 
selectively removing the rampant growth to preserve 
valuable understory like red bay, black cherry as well as 
dominant trees.  The forest floor returns to a tree 

nursery and provides sites for the addition of other 
native pollinator plants. We even remove litter and 
identify dumping sites.  
 
Join us— 
Contact kjgherrick@gmail.com to receive details about 
our next outing. Register for the Township virtual 
Invasives Training Class, save the date for the April 29 
Going Green lecture. 

Shadow Lake Marsh Experience rehabilitation. 
 
SLME is a one-of-a-kind park with interpretive signage 
central to The Woodlands near Shadowbend Park . It is 
also adjacent to TWG’s adopted pathway along Lake 
Woodlands  Drive and the site of one of several pet 
waste Dogi-Pot dispensers we sponsored throughout 
the community. Hence, it is fitting that we feature 
TWG volunteer opportunities at this location and 
contribute to its rehab.   
 
We plan to call attention to the invasive species task 
force endeavor with a Chinese Tallow  eradication event 
(April) that will allow us to feature the ongoing work of 
the Task Force.  Along with the support of the 
Township Environmental Services Department, the 
Marsh Experience may also serve as a site for water 
quality testing, a place to feature plants for use in poor 
draining landscapes (think rain gardens!) and to increase 
pollinator plantings. 
 
Join us— 
Contact kjgherrick@gmail.com  if you have ideas about 
how to enhance this space. Thank you, Anita Tiller and 
Rick Easton for contributing to this effort!! 

Storm drain marking project 
 
Mobilized by the fact that pet waste contributes over 
70% of the fecal contamination in our waterways TWG 
Board agreed to provide volunteer help with 
Montgomery County MUD #6  and the Township in a 
pilot  project to install markers “No dumping, drains to 
waterways” on 150 storm drains in MUD #6.  We 
estimate we can complete the project before summer if we 
install 10-15 markers/week. It is possible to install 8-15 
markers in 2-4 hours.  This is a wonderful family or 
couple activity. One of our Student Ambassadors is 
pursuing storm drain marking for her Girl Scout Gold 
Award Project where we can assist as well. If the pilot 
proves to be successful the hope is that other MUDs 
will purchase the markers for installation throughout 
The Woodlands. 
 
Join us— 
More details to follow in March, go to 
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org 

Three great projects with lots of synergies.  
How do YOU want to share our mission? 

mailto:kjgherrick@gmail.com
https://www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=8356&month=2&year=2021&day=20&calType=0
https://www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=8356&month=2&year=2021&day=20&calType=0
mailto:kjgherrick@gmail.com
http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org


Earth Day GreenUp 2021 
By Zoe Killian  
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2021 TWG Membership Earth Day Promotional 

Poster Offer While Supplies Last! 
By Teri MacArthur and Debra Wymore 

While supplies last, for new and renewing members, we 

have a special promotion with new partners, artist 

Cynthia Reid, education director at the Glade Art 

Foundation along with Peter Lampros,  Lampros Art 

Gallery.  Cynthia designed the iconic 2009 Earth Day 

artwork for the Township, which was printed on t-shirts 

and posters. Stored all this time, a few artist proofs and 

prints have been found and donated to TWG. While 

supplies last, with this year’s renewal, or donation by a 

lifetime member, Cynthia has graciously agreed to sign 

your poster.  The unframed poster can be finished with 

beautiful framing by local gallery Lampros,  which has 

agreed to give a generous discount to TWG members. 

To renew, or join, go the TWG website.  Dues are: 

$25 Senior, $35 Individual, $45 Family, $80 Business 

Member, and lifetime memberships are also available.  

Already a lifetime member and desire a poster? Just 

make any type of donation this year, and a poster can 

be delivered to you. Note your desire for a poster with 

this year’s membership, it will be delivered or mailed 

to you.  Pay via paypal or mail with a check to: TWG, 

PO Box 9934, The Woodlands, TX 77387. Thanks to 

Teri MacArthur for envisioning this creative project! 

Note: Unframed poster size 18”x18” with a 2” border. The 

overall image of the earth represents Earth Day, and when you 

view closely every square is an image with animals, plant, 

insects, raindrops, stars creatively displayed. Per the artist, “It’s 

all connected”!  

Join The Woodlands Township for  

its 10th annual community litter cleanup event, Earth 

Day GreenUp, on Saturday, March 20, 2021. Team up 

with family, friends and neighbors for a socially-

distanced volunteer opportunity to target litter on 

pathways, along waterways and in greenbelts. Help keep 

our community beautiful and enjoy the outdoors while 

bagging litter from streets, pathways and 

streams. March is the perfect time to spot litter hiding in 

the bushes before new leaf growth covers it up. All litter, 

big and small, can have adverse effects on wildlife, public 

health, and our property values.    

Participants will check-in at a designated neighborhood 

park to pick up supplies: disposable gloves, bags, safety 

vests and a map to an assigned area. A limited number 

of trash grabbers are available to groups that pre-

register. Participants are encouraged to 

bring reusable work gloves and a reusable water bottle 

to reduce waste.   

Pre-registration is encouraged before 

March 15th, especially for groups. Those who pre-

register will receive a special 10-year anniversary t-shirt 

(while supplies last, sizes are limited). Day-of walk up 

registration is welcome. Register 

now at www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/greenup. 

For more information, call 281-210-3800.   

Earth Day GreenUp is coordinated by The 

Woodlands Township Environmental Services 

Department with sponsorship from Waste 

Management, Chevron Phillips Chemical, Woodlands 

Water, Yellowstone Landscape, The 

Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. , and Howard Hughes 

Corporation. 
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The cost of buying and 

maintaining a bike is 

around 1% of the cost of 

buying and maintaining 

a car. 

Riding a bicycle 10km 

each way to work each 

day will save about $1,700 

per year in transport 

costs (including all 

running costs and 

depreciation). Also, 

Bicycling in The Woodlands: Looking Back on 2020 and Planning for 2021 
by Tricia Monticello Kievlan, Vice President, Bike The Woodlands Coalition 

In spite of the obvious challenges of the past year, 

bicycling in The Woodlands continues to grow and 

thrive. Cycling was on the rise in 2020 in our 

community. Data from Strava Metro (a source of 

bicycle and pedestrian data connected with the 

popular fitness app Strava) noted that local riders 

recorded more than 116,000 total trips in 2020 

compared to about 61,000 in 2019. Strava Metro also 

noted that there was a 47% increase in the number of 

people traveling by bike in our community -- and 

that's just among people who recorded their rides 

using the Strava app. Anecdotally, local bike shops 

were inundated with requests to fix old bikes and 

quickly sold out of their new and used stocks.  

Meanwhile, Bike The Woodlands Coalition managed 

to continue its work in the community. Bike The 

Woodlands is a group of residents who have been 

promoting safety, advocacy, and community building 

through bicycling since 2009. Since most in-person 

events like Bike Month were cancelled in 2020, Bike 

The Woodlands took its community building 

activities online, hosting virtual meetings about its 

work advocating for improved cycling infrastructure. 

They also worked to share information and helpful 

tips with all riders, including a new series of maps for 

riding on the roads, pathways, and trails, and they also 

published a map of bike racks along The Woodlands 

Waterway. You can find these and other resources on 

their website at http://bikethewoodlands.org/maps. 

While it's impossible to know what the year ahead 

holds, The Woodlands is working to promote more 

bicycle-friendly activities in the year ahead. The 

Woodlands Township is tentatively planning to 

promote Bike Month this May, which will likely 

include self-guided and virtual activities since social 

distancing will likely still be necessary. Plus, local 

cycling groups are slowly resuming their weekly rides 

and finding ways to stay active and stay mindful of 

COVID precautions.  

If you're interested in helping support a better future 

for cycling in The Woodlands, Bike The Woodlands 

is actively looking for new members and new 

volunteers to serve on its board. If you're passionate 

about active transportation, you can learn more about 

becoming a member and getting involved on our 

website at bikethewoodlands.org/get-involved.  

We hope The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N members will 

follow Bike The Woodlands on Facebook, join the 

Bike The Woodlands Club on the Strava app, 

subscribe to the newsletter, and get involved in their 

activities. We hope you'll join us and help us continue 

to build a better community through bicycling.  

NOTE: (from David Hitchcock) Bike The 

Woodlands Coalition started from a conversation 

after a Going Green Lecture on bicycling and its 

environmental benefits. The question raised was “why 

isn’t The Woodlands a bicycle friendly community?”.  

Months later The Woodlands received the Bicycle 

Friendly Community designation.  

http://bikethewoodlands.org/maps
bikethewoodlands.org/get-involved.


Learn, Collect, Enjoy, Repeat… 
by Teri MacArthur  

Looking for a fun project that gets you 

outdoors, uses your brain, creates valuable data, 

and can include the kids or grandkids? Spend 

some time in your pollinator garden! 

To learn about the diversity of pollinators in 

your garden, count how many butterflies, bees, 

and beetles come to visit. It’s a great way to 

collect data about local pollinators, while giving 

them much-needed resources – nectar, pollen, 

host plants, shelter and more. 

The Woodlands Township Environmental 
Services will provide identification guides to our 
common pollinators, along with simple data 
collection worksheets and instructions. The 
BONUS: If you use iNaturalist to keep a record 
of your counts, you’ll be ready for the next 
Community BioBlitz coming in June! What a 
wonderful volunteer project that will be. To request 
the materials for counting pollinators, contact  
 

Environmental Services: 
enviro@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov and put 
“Pollinator Protectors” in the subject line. 
This a such a great project to involve the kids! 

They will love helping to count insects and 

learning their names. And, just think how 

impressed their teachers will be at the next show

-and-tell or science project!  

Don’t have a pollinator garden yet, or maybe 
don’t see many pollinators? No problem. Attend 
an upcoming workshop as part of the 
Township’s Smarter About Sustainability 
event on May 8. Environmental Services 
presents the workshop in two parts: Best use of 
your new AMI Water Meter, and Designing 
Pollinator Gardens. (You may want to attend 
both segments!) REGISTRATION for the free 
workshop is required. [ 
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufo
o.com/forms/z126kt8r163atdp/ ]  
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Demystifying Sustainable Consumerism 
By Ysabella Zuniga, sophomore  at The Woodlands High School  

Sustainable consumption - also referred to as green 

or ethical consumerism - is the practice of buying 

products or services with a minimized ecological 

footprint through environmentally conscious 

materials and clean energy sources. As this topic has 

gained more attention, several misconceptions have 

arisen.  For example, many believe that 

manufacturers that adopt green habits will make a 

large investment into something from which profit 

will not be reciprocated.  Likewise, an existing belief 

in consumers is that eco-friendly products are overly 

expensive and luxurious.  Neither of these 

perspectives is entirely true.  For one, sustainable 

products see up to “twice the [market] growth of 

their traditional counterpart” (White). As for the 

expense of being a sustainable consumer, purchasing 

a refillable metal water bottle once a year will not 

only cost less than 365 plastic water bottles, but also 

greatly reduce an individual’s plastic footprint. As a 

high-schooler, I’ve come to realize that when it comes 

to discussing environmental issues, people will often 

say “there’s nothing I can personally do about it”. 

However, I believe that motivating and partaking in 

sustainable practices is an achievable goal for 

everyone, and it can create a ripple of change in their 

household, community, region, and state. 

Sources: (MLA Citations) 

Hopkins, Michael S, and Catherine Roche. “What the 

'Green' Consumer Wants.” MIT Sloan Management 

Review, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1 July 

2009, sloanreview.mit.edu/article/what-the-green-

consumer-wants/.  Accessed 15 Jan. 2021.  

White, Katherine. “The Elusive Green Consumer.” 

Harvard Business Review, 1 June 2020, 

hbr.org/2019/07/the-elusive-green-consumer.  

Accessed 04 Feb 2021.  

mailto:enviro@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/z126kt8r163atdp/
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/z126kt8r163atdp/
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/z126kt8r163atdp/


High School Update 
By Beth Verghese 

This semester we moved our Eco Club meetings virtual! 

By doing so it enabled more students, especially those 

doing online learning, to attend our meetings. We are 

currently planning new projects and virtual events for 

the coming months, as well as thinking ahead to 

continue our club next year. We still work closely with 

the Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. events and lectures, as 

many students continue to be student ambassadors. 

Page 7  The Dragon C irc le  Spring 2021  

Imagine walking into a solar company’s office with 
50 or 100 of your neighbors and saying, “We all 
want to get solar. What kind of deal can you give 
us?” 
That’s a solar co-op!  In fact, it’s even better than that. 
In addition to competitive pricing on solar panels, you 
get: 

 Info to help you understand solar. Vendor-

neutral solar experts are here to help you understand 
how solar works and make the best decision for your 
energy needs. 

 A direct line to ask specific questions. You can 

call or email us anytime you need help. We’ll be here 
now and long after you install solar. 

 A team that solicits and reviews proposals 

from solar companies. First, Solar United Neighbors 
requests bids on your behalf. Then, a committee of your 
fellow co-op members meets to assess the pros and 
cons and select the best installer for the group. (Note: If 
that sounds interesting to you, you’re welcome to join 

the selection committee!) 

 Community. You’ll join the growing solar 

movement. You’ll have a built-in network of support 
and inspiration from others who, like you, are taking a 
stand for energy freedom and advancing the clean 
energy economy. 
A bigger impact! Going solar creates jobs, and puts 
energy production and its benefits back in the hands 
of the people and contributes to cleaner air and water 
for everyone. A solar co-op amplifies those outcomes 
exponentially. 
Longtime members of The Woodlands GREEN may 
remember that we partnered with Solar United 
Neighbors with the first solar co-op in The 
Woodlands area in 2019. Several Woodlands GREEN 
members participated and installed rooftop solar in 

2019, so we can help answer your questions.  Details 
here: 

https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/
spring-branch-solar-co-op/ 

Co-op Partners: 

Solar Co-operative Open to Woodlands-area Residents! 
By Carolyn Newman  

 

https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/spring-branch-solar-co-op/
https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/spring-branch-solar-co-op/
file:///C:/Users/Steve&Judy/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.facebook.com/greenfaithhouston/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/TX_Houston_Central/
https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/spring-branch-solar-co-op/


“Education is the most 

powerful weapon which you 

can use to change the world.” 

- Nelson Mandela 

Spotlight on New Business: Rest Easy by Making 

Good Use of  Your Old Mattress 
By Clare Jarvis  
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Founded in 2012, Houston Furniture 

Bank’s Mattress Recycling Center has 

recycled over 110,000 mattresses to date! 

Houston Furniture Bank, a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization, has been providing 

essential furniture to families in need 

since 1992 and in 2020, they opened a 

facility in The Woodlands, 295 Sawdust 

Rd, bringing furniture assistance, mattress 

recycling, and a discount furniture outlet 

to our community. You can now schedule 

a pickup or drop off your mattress for a 

small fee to help the organization cover their costs. 

Houston Furniture Bank started their Mattress 

Recycling Center to turn problems into opportunities. 

When mattresses are donated, those that are in 

excellent condition are sanitized and given away to 

families in need. The remaining mattresses are 

recycled. The Mattress Recycling Center is a win-win-

win-win, providing mattresses to families in need, 

keeping them out of the landfills, creating revenue to 

fund Houston Furniture Bank’s programs, and 

providing jobs for individuals with barriers to 

employment! 

Nationwide, is estimated that over 20 million 

mattresses and box springs are thrown away each year; 

enough to fill Reliant Stadium five hundred times! Not 

only does the average mattress take up 23 cubic feet 

of landfill space, but mattresses also create pockets for 

harmful, flammable gasses and contain non-

biodegradable synthetic fibers and foam that can take 

thousands of years to biodegrade. In Houston, an 

estimated 750,000 mattresses go into our landfills each 

year. You can be part of the solution by donating your 

mattress or other gently-used furniture to Houston 

Furniture Bank! 

For more information on Houston Furniture Bank 
programs and services: (713) 842-9771, https://
houstonfurniturebank.org/ 

2021 College Scholarship Program Kicks Off 
By John Geiger  

We are excited to announce the 2021 Woodland 

GREEN Scholarship Program is now open. Multiple 

$1000 cash scholarships will be awarded to high school 

seniors residing in The Woodlands or nearby 

communities who exemplify a commitment to the 

environment and who plan to continue their education 

or vocational training in an environmental field. The 

application period is Feb 1 to March 31. Winners will be 

announced in May.  

Over $50,000 has been awarded over the life of the 

Scholarship Program thanks to funding from 

members and partner organizations. Thank you to all 

who have invested in the next generation of 

environmental stewards.  

Find the scholarship application on the TWG website, 
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org and feel free to forward 
it on to potential applicants or faculty. For more 
information, contact John Geiger, Woodlands 
GREEN Board Member:  johndgeiger@gmail.com, 
435.260.8490. 

https://houstonfurniturebank.org/programs-and-services/mattress-recycling/
https://houstonfurniturebank.org/programs-and-services/mattress-recycling/
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsN8gwrzDONWC0UjWosDAzMUhKTUtKMTayNLKwSLIyqDAyBAqYGRsZWxiaJpokGXiJZeSXFpfk5ymklRblZZaUFqUqJCXmZQMAPAcXPg&q=houston+furniture+bank&rlz=1C1GCEB_enUS910US910&oq=houston&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j46i275i433j46i39i175i199j46
https://houstonfurniturebank.org/
https://houstonfurniturebank.org/
http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org
mailto:johndgeiger@gmail.com


Jennifer moved to The Woodlands in 1978 when she 

was only 10. She is a Connector, Community Organizer, 

Human Rights Activist, Relationship Builder, and Serial 

Entrepreneur. As an independent Agent for the last 15 

years, she is passionate about protecting the 

environment, her community, and others.  

For over a decade, she has been protecting property, 

people, and their possessions. She has created a book of 

business through meaningful relationships built on trust. 

She focuses on educating consumers who want to learn 

how to improve their insurance score so they can keep 

their rates low long term. She thrives on honest dialogue 

to help clients understand how insurance really works, 

how to avoid making mistakes that cost you more in the 

long run, and how to make sure your coverage meets 

your individual needs. As an independent Agent, 

Jennifer shops the market looking for the best rates. 

Every carrier has a different appetite. Through extensive 

research, she will find the one company that is hungriest 
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Jennifer Majors Baca, JMB Insurance Solutions – 

Homegrown, Hometown Girl Joins the Cause 
 

for you.  

Jennifer loves to volunteer in her community. She was 

awarded Volunteer of the Year by The Woodlands 

Area Chamber of Commerce in 2017, Diplomat of the 

Year 2017 & 2018. She served as Team Leader, 

Networking Breakfast 2018 and Team Leader, 

Community Relations Team 2019. Jennifer 

volunteered as Neighborhood Coordinator for 12 

years before joining the Panther Creek Village 

Association Board as an Area Representative 3 years 

ago.      

Jennifer lives in Havenridge with her doting husband 

of 21 years, Bryon. They have two boys together - Ben 

(17) and Josh (12).  Jennifer’s goal is to bring new 

members to The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N.. Check out 

JMB’s 5-star reviews at 

https://www.facebook.com/jmb4insurance. Email 

JEN@JMB4U.COM or Call 281-465-8110. 

The En-ROADS (Energy-Rapid Overview and 

Decision-Support) simulator allows users to test 

strategies to address climate change via an interactive on

-line tool.  The simulator is over 10 years in the making, 

and has been co-developed by Climate Interactive and 

the MIT Sustainability Initiative. It is a hopeful, 

scientifically-grounded, peer-reviewed and action-

oriented experience for anyone wanting to explore how 

human actions and government policies can impact the 

climate crisis.  En-ROADS workshops have been run 

for the U.S. Congress, the Energy Transition Forum in 

London, the U.S. Climate Action Network, the UN 

Secretary-General’s Office, and many others. 

En-ROADS will be featured as part of The 

Woodlands GREEN Annual Meeting, June 7th, 

7pm. Here is the Zoom link for this event: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/82128043073 

A trained En-ROADS facilitator from the local chapter 

of Citizens’ Climate Education will provide an overview 

of the simulator and run test simulations.  Afterwards 

you’ll be able to explore for yourself the consequence 

of various scenarios related to energy choices, 

economic growth, land use, and other policies.   If you 

don’t want to wait until June, you can check out the 

tool yourself, or drop an email to 

roger_ingersoll@yahoo.com.  The objective of the 

June 7th discussion will be an improved 

understanding of the many factors impacting climate 

change as well as the potential impact of future energy 

choices and policy decisions.    

Learn more here: 

2 minute En-ROADS Intro Video:  https://
youtu.be/70-QECdascE 

Climate Interactive:  
https://www.ClimateInteractive.org 

10 minute En-ROADS video on impact of planting 
trees:  
http://bit.ly/AfforestationDiscussion 

Special event coming in June: En-ROADS Climate Simulation Tool! 
By Roger Ingersoll  

https://www.facebook.com/jmb4insurance
about:blank
about:blank
https://youtu.be/70-QECdascE
https://youtu.be/70-QECdascE
https://www.ClimateInteractive.org
http://bit.ly/AfforestationDiscussion
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Strategic Partners Share the Vision 
By John Geiger 

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much."  

- Helen Keller 

It may seem a struggle at times, but successes in 

sustainability are indeed happening. In fact, they’re all 

around us. I think of the burgeoning awareness of the 

plight of pollinators and the key role we suburbanites 

play in their success: nearly 14 acres of residential 

pollinator gardens were registered last year. Woodlands 

Water Agency installed smart water meters Township-

wide, placing a powerful conservation tool right in the 

homeowner’s hands. Despite COVID, more folks than 

ever attended Township environmental events and 

Going GREEN lectures this past year. 33,000 native 

trees were planted in 2020 and the Township received 

the national Innovation in Conservation award.  

These successes don’t come easy and much remains to 

be achieved. We can’t do it alone. Thankfully, we 

aren’t. Once again, The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N’s 

Strategic Partners have stepped up through financial 

and in-kind support, demonstrating a shared 

commitment to sustainability. We’re so very grateful 

for the help and proud to recognize their efforts. 

Please take the opportunity to thank them, too.  

2021 Strategic Partners: 

The Woodlands Township 

Chevron-Phillips 

Woodlands Water Agency 

CenterPoint Energy 

HEB 

Howard Hughes Corporation 

Spotlight on New Business: The Woodlands Honey 

Company 
By Lisa Miller  

The Woodlands Honey Company is a small family 
business owned by Lisa Miller.  We have been backyard 
beekeepers for 4 years and have beehives in 3 locations 
within The Woodlands.  If you attended the Township’s 
“Walk in The Woods: Backyard Beekeeping” last year at 
HARC, then you have already met us! Our son Andrew 
was the inspiration for us to become beekeepers. When 
he was a youngster, he became fascinated with bees and 
he pestered us for quite some time to give beekeeping a 
try. We relented and now we are true   

bee-lievers!  
 
The honey we harvest is 100% raw and local.  Our hives 
are never treated with any chemicals, and we do not 
move our hives to use in agricultural pollination.  It is 
unfiltered to allow the maximum amount of pollen.  All 

raw honey will crystallize over time, this is natural and 
not harmful; the crystals can easily be dissolved by 
placing the jar in warm water. Our spring honey is 
light in color and flavor, similar to traditional 
wildflower honey.  Our fall honey is darker in color 
and has a delicious caramel-like flavor.  We bottle our 
honey in 8-oz and 1-lb glass jars.  We sell our honey 
directly to the public, and also offer free delivery in 
The Woodlands area.  We are members of the Real 
Texas Honey program, and The Montgomery County 
Beekeepers Association. Feel free to contact us at 210-
889-1564 or Lisa.A.Miller@aol.com for more 
information!  
Fun Fact: According to the USDA, about 70% of 

honey sold in the US is imported, and some of it is 

not even honey at all! … Buy Local!  Learn more at 

www.RealTexasHoney.com  

mailto:Lisa.A.Miller@aol.com
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TWG Business Member 

Business Partners: 

Stragegic Partners: 

Businesses Going G.R.E.E.N. 



P.O.  Box 9934 
The Woodlands, TX 77387 
Phone: 713.540.1964 
E-mail: info@thewoodlandsgreen.org 
 

We are on the Web at 

thewoodlandsgreen.org 

THE WOODLANDS G.R.E.E.N. CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please send in your membership renewal now! As a 501(c)(3) organization, your TWG membership is tax 
deductible! 
 
Dragon Circle Editor and Layout: Steve Easton 
 
We invite your submissions and requests for articles! 
Please email to info@thewoodlandsgreen.org 

Calendar and Volunteer Opportunities 

February 

11 ES, Walk in the Woods: The Weird and Wonderful World of Mushrooms, Teri MacArthur @ 6pm 

13 ES, Community Tree Planting Drive Thru, TWHS @ 9am to noon (by appointment) 

20 ES, Invasive Species Training Workshop @ 8:30am 

25 GG lecture, State of the Bay Annual Report, Dr Erin Kinney HARC @ 7pm 

March 

6 ES, Drip Irrigation Workshop @ 9am to 1pm 

11 ES, Walk in the Woods: Meet Your Local Snakes @ 6pm 

20 ES, Earth Day GreenUp @ 9am to noon 

25 GG Lecture, Spring Creek Watershed Partnership Rachel Windham, HARC @ 7pm 

April 

8 Walk in the Woods (topic to be determined) @ 6pm 

10 ES, Watershed Project Training @ 9am – 3pm 

29 GG Lecture, Invasive Plants in the Woodlands and Task Force Activities, Teri MacArthur @ 7pm 

May 

27 GG Lecture, Photo Journal Spring Creek Greenway, Bill Bass@7pm 

June 

7 TWG Annual Meeting & GG Lecture (EnRoads, Roger Ingersoll)@7pm 

Like us on Facebook 

Board of Directors 

Paul Nelson  Co-President 

Debra Wymore Co-President 

Steve Gorman Treasurer 

Kathie Herrick Secretary 

Maryann Braid  Director 

Rob Dushek  Director 

John Geiger  Director - Ex Officio 

Carolyn Newman Director 

Beth Verghese Director and TWHS student 

All meetings are virtual using Zoom.  GG-Going Green Lectures hosted by TWG, ES-Environmental Services of 

the Township. Go to TWG website for the Zoom links and more details.  

mailto:info@thewoodlandsgreen.org
http://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org
mailto:info@thewoodlandsgreen.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheWoodlandsGreen
https://www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/

